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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of 
the  County  Borough  of  Rochdale. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Eleventh  Annual  Report  on  the 
Health  Conditions  of  the  Borough  and  the  Report  on  the  Medical  Inspection 
of  School  Children  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  December,  1942. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health,  this 
Report  has  been  much  curtailed.  Arrangements  have,  however,  been  made 
for  the  preservation  of  the  usual  statistics,  other  than  in  the  Report,  so  that  the 
annual  records  may  be  available  after  the  war  in  a  continuous  and  complete  form. 

The  first  portion  of  the  report  is  statistical  in  character.  The  birth-rate 
shows  a  definite  increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year  and  is  also  con¬ 
siderably  above  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years.  The  death-rate  is  below 
that  of  last  year  while  being  still  slightly  above  the  average  for  the  previous 
ten  years. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  has  fluctuated  considerably  during  the  last  few 
years.  The  year  1939  had  the  lowest  number  on  record  ;  1940  had  the  highest 
figure  registered  since  1929  ;  1941  showed  a  considerable  reduction  ;  but  this 
year  the  figure  has  again  increased  although  it  is  just  below  the  average  for  the 
previous  ten  years.  There  were  fewer  deaths  from  Pneumonia,  but  more  from 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  from  Premature  Births  and  from  Congenital  Debility 
and  Malformation. 

The  year  1941  showed  a  regrettable  increase  in  maternal  mortality.  This 
year  the  number  of  deaths  is  reduced  from  seven  to  five,  but  it  still  remains 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  previous  five  years. 

There  was  a  further  reduction  in  the  general  incidence  of  infectious  diseases. 
Only  Measles  showed  any  tendency  to  attain  epidemic  proportions  and  that  only 
for  two  months  in  the  year.  Whooping  Cough  was  very  much  reduced  in 
incidence  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Normal  working  of  the  Department’s  Hospital  and  Clinic  Services  was 
maintained  throughout  the  year. 

A  definite  drive  was  made  to  combat  the  spread  of  Scabies  and  other 
verminous  conditions  and  to  this  end  information  from  all  sources  on  this  con¬ 
dition  was  co-ordinated  in  the  Public  Health  Department.  Under  agreement 
with  the  Emergency  Committee,  Cleansing  Centres  were  opened  at  three  First 
Aid  Posts  and  were  operated  by  the  First  Aid  Post  personnel. 
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The  Ambulance  Service  for  the  districts  dependant  upon  Rochdale  hospitals 
was  taken  over  by  the  Health  Committee  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  being 
operated  by  Civil  Defence  Ambulance  personnel. 

A  War-time  Nursery  was  opened  at  Castleton  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Improved  arrangements  were  made  with  the  District  Nursing  Association 
for  the  domiciliary  nursing  of  patients  coming  under  any  of  the  Local 
Authority’s  schemes. 

The  work  at  the  Municipal  General  Hospital  has  continued  to  increase, 
especially  on  the  Maternity  side.  Here  as  at  the  other  hospitals,  considerable 
difficulties  have  been  experienced  in  miintaing  an  adequate  domestic  staff. 
A  Pre-Nursing  School  has  been  commenced  at  this  Hospital  for  young  persons 
wishing  to  enter  the  nursing  profession. 

A  fresh  drive  for  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  was  undertaken  to 
support  the  national  campaign. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  arrangements,  including  the  appointment  of  a  full¬ 
time  Pathologist,  were  well  in  hand  for  the  inauguration  of  a  Municipal  Lab¬ 
oratory  Service. 

The  normal  staffing  of  the  Office  continued  to  be  further  depleted  by  the 
demands  of  the  Armed  Forces,  necessitating  the  undertaking  of  greater  re¬ 
sponsibility  by  the  remaining  members  of  the  permanent  staff. 

I  wish  to  acknowledge  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the  members  of  the 
staff,  both  permanent  and  temporary,  have  carried  out  their  duties  throughout 
the  year,  both  in  the  Office  and  in  all  other  Departments. 

The  helpful  attitude  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
is  also  gratefully  acknowledged. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Public  Health  Offices, 
15th  June,  1943. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  School  Medical  Officer. 


5 


STATISTICS. 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1942. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Civilian  Population,  mid-year  1942 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  ... 

Estimated  sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate 
Rateable  Value,  ...  . 


9,553 

83,150 

25,487 

£2,190 

£566,382 


Live  Births. — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 


Total  M.  F. 

1,183  ...  619  ...  564 

93  ...  47  ...  46 


1,276  666  610 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civil  population  15.3 


Still-births  41 — Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  ...  31 


Total  M.  F. 

Deaths .  1,282  ...  640  ...  642 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  civil  population  15.4 


Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes  5. 

^  |  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births 
Other  Maternal  Causes  4 )  v  >  \  ' 

Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  . 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


3.79 


71 

70 

75 


No. 

of 

Rate  per  1,000 

Dea 

iths 

of  population 

1941 

1942 

1941 

1942 

Measles 

_ 

1 

_ 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough 

6 

1 

0.07 

0.01 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . . 

1 

12 

0.01 

0.14 

Cancer 

190 

183 

2.21 

2.20 

Poor  Law  Relief. 

The  following  information  as  to  the  number  of  persons  receiving  Relief 
at  the  end  of  December  31st,  1942,  and  the  amount  of  cash  payments  during 
the  year,  compared  with  the  corresponding  figures  for  1941,  has  been  kindly 


supplied  by  the  Director  of  Social  Welfare  : — 

1942 

1941 

Week  ending 

Week  ending 

26-12-42 

27—12 — 41 

No.  of  Persons  in  receipt  of  Institutional 
Relief  (excluding  cases  in  Mental 
Hospitals) 

361 

347 

No.  of  Persons  relieved  (excluding  non¬ 
resident  persons  and  vagrants) 

773 

784 

Amount  of  Out-Relief  granted  .... 

£504  18s.  3d. 

£496  6s.  Od. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

The  Clerk  to  the  Insurance  Committee  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 
information  as  to  the  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  Borough  and  the  cost  of 
medicines  supplied  to  the  insured  population  : — 

Year  ended  Dec.  31st, 


1942 

1941 

(1) 

Total  number  of  Insured  Persons  in  the 

borough  on  October  1st 

48,926  . 

..  49,346 

(2) 

Number  of  Prescriptions  made  up  for  the 

Insured  Population  ...  . 

222,932  . 

..  208,850 

(3) 

Annual  Cost  of  Drugs,  Medicines  and 

Appliances  for  Insured  Population  ... 

£10,974  . 

..  £9,730 

Unemployment. 

Figures  relating  to  unemployment  in  Rochdale  arc  unfortunately  not 
available  for  publication  during  the  war  period. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area. 

The  area  of  the  Borough  is  9,553  acres. 

Population. 

The  Census  Returns  of  April,  1931,  gave  the  population  as  90,278,  and  in 
June,  1938,  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  was  91,290. 

The  reduced  figure  of  83,150  is  given  by  the  Registrar  General  as  an 
estimate  of  the  civilian  population  to  be  used  for  statistical  purposes  for  the  year 
1942.  This  is  the  fourth  special  war  time  estimate  of  the  civilian  population, 
that  for  1941  being  85,780. 
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Live  Births. 

1,276  live  births  (males  666,  females  610)  were  registered  as  compared  with 
1,136  in  the  year  1941,  and  an  average  of  1,093  for  the  ten  years  1932-1941. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  93,  as  against  75  in  1941,  and  an  average  of 
59  in  the  previous  five  years. 

Still  Births. 

41  registered  as  compared  with  40  in  1941,  and  52  in  the  year  1940. 

The  Live  Birth-rate  was  equal  to  15.3  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  popula¬ 
tion  as  against  13.2  per  1 ,000  the  previous  year,  and  1 1 .0  per  1 ,000  in  1939  which 
was  the  lowest  birth-rate  on  record  for  this  Borough.  The  average  birth-rate  for 
the  ten  years  1932-41  was  12.0  per  1,000. 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  registered  show  a  decrease  with  1,282  (males  640,  females  642) 
as  against  1,371  in  the  year  1941. 

The  death-rate  from  all  causes  was  15.4  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population 
as  compared  with  16.0  the  previous  year,  and  an  average  of  15.1  during  the  ten 
years  1932-41. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  are  given  below  in  comparison  with  the  previous 
year. 


Year  1942 

Year  1941 

Influenza 

.  6 

13 

Tuberculosis 

.  49 

64 

Cancer  ... 

.  183 

190 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

.  142 

138 

Heart  Disease  ... 

.  297 

250 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

51 

107 

Bronchitis  . 

.  139 

162 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

.  39 

53 

Nephritis 

.  38 

44 

Congenital  Debility,  Malformation 

and  Pie- 

mature  Birth,  etc. 

.  50 

40 

Total...  994 

1,061 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  registered  during 

the  year  . 

.  77.6 

77.3 

Table  II.,  Appendix,  shows  the  age 

and  sex  distribution  and 

causes  of 

deaths  in  1942,  while  Table  I.  gives  comparative  mortality  rates  and  birth-rates 
during  the  past  ten  years. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

The  year  1939,  with  55  infant  deaths,  had  the  lowest  number  on  record. 
The  following  year  showed  an  increase  to  96  deaths,  which  is  the  highest 
figure  of  infant  deaths  registered  since  the  year  1929,  with  100.  This  year’s 
figure  of  90  deaths,  gives  a  mortality  rate  of  71  per  1,000  births  registered,  com¬ 
pared  with  67  per  1,000  last  year,  and  an  average  of  72  during  the  ten  years 
1932-41. 

As  compared  with  last  year  there  is  a  decrease  in  deaths  due  to  Pneumonia 
but  a  definite  increase  in  those  due  to  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  and  to  Congenital 
Debility,  Malformations,  and  Premature  Birth.  Table  III,  p.p.  34. 

Comparative  Mortality  and  Birth-rates. 


Death-rate 

All  Causes  per 
1,000  of 
population 

Live  Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
of 

population 

Infant 
Mortality 
per  1,000 
live  births 

ROCHDALE . 

15.4 

15.3 

71 

126  County  Boroughs 

and  Great  Towns  ... 

13.3 

17.3 

59 

148  Smaller  Towns 

(Population  25,000 

to  50,000)  . 

12.1 

18.4 

46 

England  and  Wales 

11.6 

15.8 

49 

These  provisional  figures  are  corrected  only  for  transfers  and  institutions 
and  make  no  allowance  for  variations  in  the  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the 
population  in  different  areas. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

The  prinicipal  zymotic  diseases  (excluding  influenza)  caused  21  deaths 
as  compared  with  15  deaths  the  previous  year,  as  shown  below  : — 

Year  1942  Year  1941 


Diphtheria  ...  . 

Measles . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 


2 

1 

1 

12 

5 


4 

6 

1 

4 


Total 


21  ...  15 


Respiratory  Diseases. 

This  group  of  diseases  showed  a  decrease  from  230  to  197,  due  to  fewer 
deaths  both  from  Bronchitis,  and  from  Pneumonia. 

Pneumonia  caused  39  deaths,  Bronchitis  139  and  other  respiratory  affections 


19. 
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Cancer. 

The  arrangement  with  the  Christie  Hospital  and  Holt  Radium  Institute, 
Manchester,  for  the  admission  and  treatment  of  selected  cases  of  cancer  has 
been  continued  during  the  year. 

Deaths  classified  to  this  cause  and  shown  in  age  groups  below  numbered 
183  (males  80,  females  103)  as  against  190  the  previous  year  : — 

Total  under  15-45  45-65  65  yrs. 

Deaths  15  yrs.  yrs.  yrs.  and  over 


Year  1942  ...  183 

„  1941  ...  190 


16  ...  74  ...  93 
13  ...  72  ...  105 


The  death-rate  was  2.2  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population,  compared  with 
the  same  figure  as  that  for  1941  and  1940. 

No  special  investigations  have  been  undertaken  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  the  incidence  or  causation  of  this  disease. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  improved  arrangements  with  the  District  Nursing  Association  fore¬ 
shadowed  in  last  year’s  report  came  into  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 
Co-operation  between  the  two  bodies  is  now  on  a  much  wider  basis  than  the 
former  strict  limitation  to  individual  cases  where  the  Health  Depart  ment 
specifically  requested  the  assistance  of  the  Association. 

The  staff  of  the  Association  performed  much  valuable  public  health  work 
in  the  course  of  which  3836  visits  were  paid  to  239  cases,  mainly  children  under 
5  years  of  age,  pneumonia  patients  and  those  suffering  from  conditions  arising 
out  of  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out-Relief. 

The  Domiciliary  Medical  Service  Scheme  came  into  operation  on  the  1st 
January,  1942,  for  the  part  of  the  Borough,  i.e.  the  Districts  comprising  the 
former  Castleton  Moor,  North,  East,  South  and  West  Wards,  and  on  1st  April, 
1942,  the  operation  of  the  Scheme  was  extended  to  include  the  Districts  com¬ 
prising  the  former  Norden  and  Bamford  and  Spotland  East  and  West  Wards. 
The  Districts  comprising  the  former  Wardlewocth  North,  South,  East  and  West, 
and  Wuerdle  Wards  are  still  served  by  a  permanent  District  Medical  Officer. 
This  arrangement  will  continue  until  the  appointment  becomes  vacant,  when 
the  Scheme  will  operate  throughout  the  whole  of  the  Borough.  The  Dom¬ 
iciliary  Medical  Service  Scheme,  which  is  based  on  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Panel  Scheme,  provides  medical  attention  and  dispensary  service  and  allows 
applicants  to  choose  a  Medical  Practitioner  from  a  Panel  of  Doctors.  At  present 
the  Panel  includes  the  names  of  22  Medical  Practitioners.  The  number  of 
persons  covered  by  the  Panel  Scheme  on  26th  December,  1942,  was  573. 
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Institutional  Provision  for  Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

These  cases  are  accommodated  at  the  Birch  Hill  Institution  where  206 
beds  are  provided  for  this  type  of  case. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  in  respect  of  removals  to  the  Corporation  Hospitals 
is  now  controlled  by  the  Health  Committee. 

Clinic  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Arrangements  as  in  1941. 

There  are  five  Centres  in  connection  with  maternity  and  child  welfare 
maintained  by  the  Local  Authority,  with  fourteen  sessions  each  week  ;  also  one 
centre  each  in  connection  with  (a)  Venereal  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis,  and 
(b)  School  Medical  Inspection. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Corporation  clinics  is  set  out  in  detail  in 
the  respective  sections  of  this  report. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

(a)  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

The  death,  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Pooley,  Director  of  the 
Broadfield  Clinic  Laboratory,  necessitated  certain  temporary  modifications  of 
these  arrangements,  mainly  of  a  minor  character. 

Preparations  were,  however,  well  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the  year  for  extensive 
alterations  in  1943.  These,  including  the  appointment  of  a  full-time  Pathologist 
and  the  opening  of  a  laboratory  in  adapted  premises,  will  be  the  subject  of 
report  next  year. 

At  the  Broadfield  Laboratory  4,215  examinations  were  carried  out  on  behalf 
of  this  Authority  as  compared  with  3,260  the  previous  year  and  4,100  in  the 
year  1940. 

Chemical  analysis  of  water  and  the  examination  of  milk  for  tuberculosis 
and  bacterial  count,  etc.,  were  also  carried  out  at  this  Laboratory. 

Milk — for  tuberculosis  ...  .  28 

for  bacterial  count,  B.  Coli.  and 
meth.  blue  reduction  test  ...  ...  5 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(b)  Pathological  Examinations. 

Specimens  from  persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  venereal  diseases 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manchester,  numbered  436,  as 
against  564  the  previous  year.  In  addition,  461  specimens  were  examined  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Treatment  Centre. 

(c)  Milk  and  Foodstuffs. 

The  Borough  Analyst  has  examined  125  samples  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts,  as  against  126  in  1941. 
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Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  dwelling-houses  registered  as  Maternity  Homes  and  two  as 
Nursing  Homes  for  medical  and  surgical  cases  : — 

59,  Boundary  Street — one  patient  1 

62,  King  Street  East — one  patient  j  a  erm*3  • 

183,  Drake  Street — Eight  patients — Medical  and  Surgical. 

The  Law  Nursing  Home,  Manchester  Road — 34  patients — Medical. 

No  adverse  reports  have  been  received  regarding  the  conduct  of  these 
Nursing  Homes. 

In  a  compact  area  such  as  Rochdale,  there  is  no  possibility  of  an  un¬ 
registered  Nursing  Home  being  in  existence  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
Public  Health  Department. 

Hospitals. 

The  public  and  voluntary  hospitals  services  in  the  district  provide  1,052 
beds  for  sick,  as  shown  below  : — 

Public  Hospitals — 

Birch  Hill  Hospital — General  Medical  and  Surgical  ...  417  beds 

do.  Maternity  ...  ...  ...  58  ,, 

Birch  Hill  Institution — Epilepsy,  Mentally  Infirm,  etc.  206  ,, 

Marland  Hospital — Infectious  Diseases...  ...  ...  120  ,, 

Springfield  Sanatorium — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

(females)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36  ,, 

Wolstenholme  Pulmonary  Hospital— Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  (males)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55  ,, 

Voluntary  Hospitals — 

Rochdale  Infirmary — General  (chiefly  surgical)  ...  110  ,, 

The  Memorial  Home — Orthopaedic  ...  ...  ...  50  ,, 

In  addition  to  this  number  arrangements  have  been  continued  during  the 
year  to  send  selected  cases  of  tuberculosis  to  various  sanatoria,  i.e.,  Crossley 
Sanatorium,  Delamere  ;  and  the  Robert  Jones  and  Agnes  Hunt  Orthopaedic 
Hospital,  Oswestry. 

Three  beds  are  also  retained  at  the  Hyde  Smallpox  Hospital  for  cases  of 
smallpox  which  may  occur  within  the  Borough. 

The  General  Hospital,  Birch  Hill. 

This  hospital  has  accommodation  for  475  patients,  including  417  beds  for 
general  medical  and  surgical  and  58  for  maternity  cases,  and  serves  the  Rochdale 
County  Borough  and  the  adjoining  County  districts  with  a  total  estimated 
population  of  over  123,000. 

The  year  1942  registers  3,852  patients  admitted  (excluding  infants  born  in 
hospital),  the  highest  figure  recorded  for  any  year  since  the  hospital  was  taken 
over  by  the  Corporation  in  April,  1930.  The  admissions  for  the  first  complete 
year  1931,  following  transfer  from  the  Poor  Law  Guardians,  were  2,287. 
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This  hospital  is  included  in  the  Government’s  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme 
and  is  available  as  and  when  required  for  accommodating  casualties  arising 
during  the  present  war,  and  patients  transferred  from  other  hospitals  under  this 
scheme. 

The  following  statistical  summary  provides  an  indication  of  the  ever- 
increasing  volume  of  work  done  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital. 

This  increase  is  most  marked  in  the  Maternity  section,  where  926  women 
were  confined  as  compared  with  823  in  1941  and  590  in  1931  and  is  a  reflection 
of  war-time  difficulties  in  providing  help  in  the  home.  The  capacity  of  the 
Maternity  Home  was  frequently  seriously  taxed.  The  number  of  patients  who 
are  acute  rather  than  chronic  patients,  i.e.,  with  a  duration  of  stay  of  four  weeks 
or  less  continues  to  grow.  In  1931  this  number  was  2,063,  this  year  it  is  3,452. 

Year  1942  Year  1941 


Total  number  of  admissions  (including  infants  bom 

in  hospital . 

Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital 

Number  of  live  births . 

Number  of  still-births  ... 

Number  of  deaths  amongst  the  newly-born  (i.e., 

under  4  weeks  of  age)  ...  . 

Total  number  of  deaths  amongst  children  under  one 

year  .  . 

Number  of  maternal  deaths  among  women  confined  in 
hospital 

Total  number  of  deaths 

Total  number  of  discharges  (including  infants  born  in 
hospital) 

Duration  of  stay  of  patients — 

(a)  Four  weeks  or  less  ... 

(b)  Exceeding  four  weeks  but  under  thirteen 

weeks  . 

(c)  Exceeding  thirteen  weeks . 

Number  of  beds  occupied,  average  during  the  year  194 

(highest  404  on  10/4/42,  lowest  274  on  15/9/42) 
Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general 
anesthetic  (excluding  dental  operations) 

Number  of  abdominal  sections 

Number  of  pathological  and  microscopical  exam¬ 
inations  . 


4760 

...  4584 

926 

...  823 

908 

...  791 

38 

41 

32 

26 

70 

61 

7 

5 

520 

....  566 

4233 

...  3979 

3452 

...  3381 

903 

...  863 

398 

...  301 

l  350 

...  362 

mi 

...  954 

490 

...  418 

2222 

...  1460 

There  have  been  no  important  developments  at  the  Hospital, 
are  being  met  in  maintaining  an  adequate  Staff  in  all  sections. 


Difficulties 
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Dental  Work. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  H.  Senior  Ashworth,  Dental  Surgeon,  at  the  General 
Hospital,  for  the  following  statement  of  dental  work  carried  out  at  the  Hospital, 
and  the  adjoining  Public  Assistance  Institution  during  the  year  : — 

Visits  to  Birch  Hill  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Extractions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  388 

Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

“  A  large  number  of  patients  have  been  examined  but  have  refused  the 
“  treatment  advised,  owing  to  the  special  circumstances  prevailing. 

“  Ten  General  Ana;sthetics,  other  than  Nitrous  Oxide,  have  been  admin- 
“  istered  by  the  medical  officers  for  the  extraction  of  teeth.” 

Blood  Transfusion  Service. 

A  special  recruiting  campaign  for  donors  was  held  in  this  district  during 
July,  1941,  as  a  result  of  which  the  donor  panel  was  increased  to  1,937.  Owing 
to  the  demands  of  the  Forces  and  essential  industry  great  difficulty  has  been 
experienced  in  maintaining  the  panel  for  Blood  Bank  purposes,  but  sufficient 
numbers  are  available  for  the  immediate  needs  of  the  Hospitals.  The  list  is  now 
kept  at  the  Public  Health  Office  where  arrangements  are  made  for  donor  Sessions 
and  for  fresh  donors  to  be  supplied  each  month  to  the  Rochdale  Infirmary  and 
Birch  Hill  Hospital. 

Joint  Consultative  Committee. 

The  Joint  Committee  consisting  of  representatives  of  the  Health  Committee 
and  of  the  Rochdale  Infirmary,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  co-ordinating  the 
hospital  services,  have  continued  their  regular  meetings,  and  many  matters  of 
mutual  interest  affecting  general  hospital  administration  have  been  discussed. 

Hospital  Recommends. 

The  Corporation  are  able  to  supply  a  limited  number  of  “  Recommends  ” 
for  admission  to  the  following  institutions  : — 

Manchester  Royal  Eye  Hospital ; 

Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  ; 

Rochdale  Infirmary  ; 

Royal  Manchester  Children’s  Hospital  ; 

St  Mary’s  Hospital,  Manchester  ; 

Devonshire  Royal  Hospital,  Buxton. 

Applications  for  these  "  Recommends  ”  should  be  made  to  the  Public 
Health  Offices  and  should  be  accompanied  by  a  medical  certificate  or  written 
request  from  the  hospital  concerned. 

Marland  Hospital  and  Springfield  Sanatorium. 

The  work  at  these  institutions  is  referred  to  in  a  later  part  of  this  report. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907. 

There  were  1,296  births  notified  as  belonging  to  Rochdale — 1,282  by 
midwives  and  14  by  doctors.  These  figures  include  727  births  occurring  at 
Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home  and  classified  to  Rochdale. 

Health  Visitors. 

The  six  Health  Visitors  have  made  12,346  visits  to  homes  where  there  are 
infants  and  young  children,  and  286  visits  to  expectant  mothers. 

Each  Health  Visitor  is  also  in  regular  attendance  at  the  infant  welfare 
centres,  and  nursery  schools. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

The  five  centres  in  different  parts  of  the  town  have  continued  with  their 
nine  weekly  sessions. 

The  total  attendances  of  children  of  all  ages  at  all  Clinics  were  28,552  as 
compared  with  25,069  in  1941.  This  substantial  increase  over  both  1940  and 
1941  is  very  gratifying  since  it  indicates  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
mothers  to  overcome  war-time  difficulties.  The  close  association  between  this 
department  and  the  National  Milk  and  Vitamins  Schemes  is  a  not  unimportant 
factor  in  maintaining  the  desired  attendances.  On  the  other  hand  the  number 
who  attended  for  the  first  time,  namely  1 ,030,  was  a  decrease  of  77  as  compared 
with  last  year. 


Centre 

New 

Cases 

admitted 

during 

1942 

Total  Attendances 
of  Children 

Average 

Attendance 

per 

Clinic 

Session 

No.  of 
Medical 
examin¬ 
ations 
by  M.O. 

under  1  yr. 

1 — 2  yrs. 

2—5  yrs 

(a)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Wardleworth) 

204 

2,879 

832 

623 

t 

44  (35) 

1,138 

(b)*St.  Luke’s 

272 

4,363 

1,357 

1,130 

72  (56) 

1,798 

(c)*St.  Clement’s 

173 

3,438 

1,591 

1,636 

66  (56) 

1 ,597 

(d)  Baillie  Street 
*  (Castleton) 

203 

2,521 

975 

671 

42  (46) 

1,361 

(e)*Castlcton 

106 

2,456 

1 ,654 

974 

44  (86) 

884 

(f)  Norden  . 

72 

661 

303 

485 

28  (31) 

494 

Totals . 

1030 

16,318 

6,715 

5,519 

— 

7,272 

Corresponding 
Figures  1941 

1,107 

13,877 

5,674 

5,518 

— 

7,342 

*  Two  Clinic  Sessions  per  week,  f  Figures  in  brackets  are  for  1941. 
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The  number  of  children  who  attended  for  the  first  time  and  who  at  the  date 
of  their  first  visit  were  under  one  year  of  age  was  935  or  72  per  cent,  of  the 
notified  live  births,  as  against  74  per  cent,  in  1941. 

Medical  records  of  children  attending  these  clinics  are  subsequently  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  School  Medical  Services  Clinic. 

The  members  of  the  Ladies’  Executive  Committee  and  co-opted  voluntary 
helpers  have  continued  to  give  their  time  and  assistance  at  the  various  clinics 
and  in  other  ways,  for  which  service  the  Health  Committee  have  recorded  their 
appreciation  and  thanks. 

National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  local  branch  of  this  society  and  to  their  Inspector 
for  their  ready  and  willing  co-operation  with  this  department  in  dealing  with 
cases  of  neglect,  uncleanliness  and  similar  conditions  coming  within  the  purview 
of  the  Medical  Officer  and  Health  Visitors  throughout  the  year. 

Provision  of  Milk  and  Food  Preparations. 

The  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  milk  and  food  preparations  free  to 
necessitous,  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  to  children  under  five  years 
of  age  was  very  materially  altered  by  the  National  Milk  Scheme  which  came 
into  operation  in  July,  1940.  This  scheme  was  later  extended  to  include  the 
distribution  of  dried  milk  and  of  vitamin  preparations.  The  closest  contact  is 
maintained  between  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  and  the  Milk 
Office  to  avoid  overlapping  and  to  assist  parents  and  children  in  every  way. 
The  Local  Authority’s  Scheme  is  now  largely  confined  to  special  cases.  These 
special  cases  involved  the  expenditure  of  £20  on  21  necessitous  families  who 
shared  without  payment  in  If  cwts.  of  Dried  Milk  Food  and  51  issues  of  other 
preparations  such  as  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Adexolin. 

Mid-day  Meals. 

No  applications  were  received  for  the  supply  of  mid-day  meals  free  to 
necessitous,  expectant  and  nursing  mothers. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

A  great  deal  of  attention  has  been  paid  to  this  scheme  during  the  year  and 
much  propaganda  has  been  carried  out  mainly  of  an  individual  character.  The 
special  clinic,  established  in  1941,  with  one  Saturday  morning  session  to  which 
parents  are  invited  to  bring  or  send  their  children  of  all  ages  has  been  continued 
throughout  the  year.  The  facilities,  here  and  at  the  other  clinics,  as  well  as 
through  the  family  doctor  have  been  advertised  publicly  and  circulated  by  means 
of  a  personal  letter  to  the  parents  of  each  child  on  its  first  birthday.  This  has 
resulted  in  improvement  in  the  immunisation  carried  out  although  the  position 
is  still  capable  of  improvement.  In  1939,  38  children  under  five  years  of  age 
were  immunised,  in  1940,  261  in  1941,  864  and  this  year,  873. 
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Further  mention  is  made  of  the  scheme  in  the  sections  dealing  with  Infectious 
Diseases  and  School  Medical  Services. 

Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics. 

There  are  now  six  clinic  sessions  each  week — four  ante-natal  clinics  at 
Baillie  Street  Council  School  and  one  at  Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home,  while  one 
post-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Baillie  Street  School. 


The  number  of  women  attending  these  clinics  is  set  out  in  the  following 
summary. 


Rochdale 

County 

Borough 

County 

Districts 

Total 

1941 

1942 

1941 

1942 

1941 

1942 

(1)  ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS  : 
(Birch  Hill  and  Baillie  Street) 
(a)  No.  of  Expectant  Mothers 
attending  (New  Cases) 

792 

871 

152 

219 

944 

1,090 

(b)  No.  of  attendances  (Old 
and  New  Cases) 

3,929 

4,448 

772 

1,013 

4,701 

5,461 

(c)  Average  attendances  per 
clinic  session 

16.4 

21.6 

3.2 

4.0 

19.6 

25.6 

(2)  POST-NATAL  CLINIC  : 

(Baillie  Street)  : 

(a)  No.  of  Mothers  attending 
(New  Cases) 

167 

228 

49 

68 

216 

296 

(b)  No.  of  attendances  (Old 
and  New  Cases)  . 

397 

349 

61 

103 

458 

452 

(c)  Average  attendance  per 
clinic  session 

8.6 

7.3 

1.3 

2.1 

9.9 

9.4 

The  871  Rochdale  patients  who  attended  for  the  first  time  at  the  Ante¬ 
natal  Clinics  during  the  year  represent  66  per  cent,  of  the  total  notified  live-births 
and  still-births  in  this  Borough  as  compared  with  67  per  cent,  in  the 
previous  year.  In  following  up  these  patients  the  Health  Visitors  paid  over  286 
home  visits. 

X-Ray  Facilities. 

The  X-Ray  facilities  at  Birch  Hill  Hospital  arc  available  when  the 
Medical  Officer  desires  further  information  as  regards  any  patient  attending 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 


17 


Consultant  Services. 

Dr.  K.  A.  Evans  was  appointed  as  Consultant  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecolo¬ 
gist  to  the  maternity  services  under  this  Authority  as  a  Part-time  Officer,  in 
November,  1940. 

Emergency  Maternity  Unit. 

This  Unit  is  available  at  short  notice  night  and  day  for  service  within  the 
Borough  or  adjoining  County  Districts  (Tel.  No.  8294,  Birch  Hill  Hospital). 
This  service  has  not  been  called  on  during  the  year. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Children  attending  the  Child  Welfare  Clinic  and  requiring  expert  opinion 
or  treatment  are  referred  to  the  Smith  Street  Clinic  carried  on  by  the  Crippled 
Children’s  Union.  Dr.  Bateman’s  services  in  this  connection  arc  gratefully 
acknowledged. 

Maternity  Outfits. 

One  Outfit  was  loaned  for  confinement  at  home  during  the  year.  Sterilised 
accouchement  outfits  may  be  obtained  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  at  cost  price 
or  free  in  necessitous  cases. 

Dental  Services. 

The  joint  arrangement  with  the  School  Dental  Services  has  been  continued. 
Dental  treatment  in  the  nature  of  extractions  and  small  fillings  necessary  for 
clearing  septic  conditions  was  given  to  30  mothers  and  13  children.  In  addition 
4  necessitous  and  expectant  mothers  were  supplied  with  part  or  full  dentures 
through  a  dentist  of  their  own  choice. 

Medical  Assistance. 

Midwives  practising  on  the  District  requested  the  services  of  a  medical 
practitioner  in  220  maternity  cases  and  in  25  cases  of  newly  born  children. 
The  corresponding  figures  last  year  were  172  and  33  respective^. 

In  85  cases  the  medical  fee  was  paid  in  whole  or  part  by  the  Local  Authority 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  £133  as  against  £98  the  previous  year. 

Midwifery  Fees. 

The  Local  Authority  pay  the  midwifery  fee  in  cases  where  the  family 
circumstances  are  poor  and  where  there  is  no  maternity  benefit  available. 
During  the  year  the  fee  was  paid  or  allowed  in  whole  or  part  in  33  cases. 

Maternity  Home. 

There  were  1 ,055  maternity  cases  admitted  to  Birch  Hill  Maternity  Home, 
811  from  Rochdale  and  244  from  surrounding  districts,  as  against  926  in  1941  and 
879  in  1940.  The  actual  number  of  women  confined  was  926,  of  which  715 
were  Rochdale,  190  Lancashire  County  Area,  and  21  from  other  districts. 
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Midwives. 

14  midwives  gave  notice  of  intention  to  practice  in  this  Borough  ;  8  of 
these  are  engaged  as  Municipal  Midwives,  while  the  remaining  6  are  engaged  in 
private  practice.  Comparative  figures  of  the  year’s  district  midwifery  work 
by  Municipal  Midwives  are  given  below  : — 


Year  1942 

Year  1941 

Cases  attended — as  Midwife  . 

413 

384 

as  Maternity  Nurse 

47 

44 

Visits  during  lying-in  period — as  Midwife 

6,804 

6,183 

as  Maternity  Nurse 

494 

403 

Ante-Natal  (Home  Visits) —  . 

2,315 

2,113 

do.  No.  of  patients 

concerned 

1,447 

1,295 

Miscellaneous  Visits — Ante-Natal,  etc. 

542 

505 

The  6  midwives  in  private  practice  attended  78  cases  as  midwives  during 
the  past  year,  and  19  cases  as  Maternity  Nurses. 


Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Tw'o  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  reported,  one  of  which  was  removed 
to  Marland  Hospital  for  treatment.  During  the  previous  year  three  cases 
were  reported. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Five  deaths  were  registered  and  classified  by  the  Registrar  General  as  due 
to  maternal  causes,  as  compared  with  seven  the  previous  year  and  two  in  the 
year  1940.  Calculated  per  1,000  total  births  (live  and  still-births)  the  mortality 
rate  was  3.79  as  against  5.92  per  1,(  00  in  1941. 

The  usual  reports  on  these  Maternal  Deaths  continue  to  be  sent  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health  after  full  investigation.  A  summary  of  these  five  deaths 
follows  very  closely  on  that  of  the  seven  deaths  in  1941.  Two  cases  failed  to 
seek  assistance  early  enough,  in  one  case  there  was  some  delay  in  reporting  the 
onset  of  illness,  u'hile  in  the  fourth  case  adequate  treatment  under  good  con¬ 
ditions  failed  to  prevent  a  fatal  issue  in  what  at  first  appeared  to  be  a  normal 
case.  In  the  fifth  case  there  was  undoubtedly  failure  on  the  part  of  the  attend¬ 
ants  to  base  treatment  on  a  true  appreciation  of  the  patient’s  condition. 

The  following  figures  show  the  maternal  mortality  in  other  towns  as 
compared  with  Rochdale. 
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Area 

Maternal  Mortality 
per  1,000  Live  and  Still  Births 

1942 

1941 

Average 

5  years 
1936-40 

Rochdale  . 

3.79 

5.92 

3.16 

Average  12  neighbouring 
manufacturing  towns  ... 

3.16 

3.26 

4.24 

Administrative  Count}’  of 
Lancaster 

2.64 

3.27 

4.14 

England  and  Wales 

2.01 

2.23 

2.94 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Eight  cases  reported  as  against  13  cases  the  previous  year  and  seven 
cases  in  1940.  All  the  cases  in  1942  made  a  good  recovery  with  vision  unimpaired. 


Child  Life  Protections. 

On  the  31st  December,  1942,  there  were  41  persons  registered  as  receiving 
children  for  reward.  The  number  of  children  concerned  was  48. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Officials  of  the  various  Departments  of  the 
Corporation  for  information  included  in  this  section  of  the  Report. 

Water  Supply. 

There  have  been  no  new  sources  of  public  water  supply  or  any  important 
extensions  of  mains,  nor  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  action  in  respect 
of  any  special  form  of  contamination.  The  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity.  Bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  of  samples 
of  water  taken  from  each  of  the  reservoirs  and  from  consumers’  taps  supplied 
from  these  reservoirs  are  made  at  least  at  quarterly  intervals  and  have  been  found 
consistently  satisfactory.  The  water  is  also  chlorinated  as  a  wartime  measure. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Extensions  at  the  Roch  Mills  Sewage  Disposal  Works 
consisting  of  Activated  Sludge  Tanks  and  various  other  matters  will  be  completed 
during  1943, 
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Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  Lancashire  Rivers  Board  are  responsible  for  the  prevention  of  pollution 
of  rivers  and  streams  in  this  area,  and  any  cases  which  come  to  the  notice  of  the 
Borough  Surveyor  are  reported  to  this  Board  for  their  attention. 

Public  Cleansing. 

There  were  no  important  changes  in  the  refuse  collection,  disposal  or  street 
cleansing  services  during  the  year.  Salvage  having  become  increasingly  urgent 
as  the  war  continued,  activities  were  pursued  with  even  greater  vigour  than  during 
previous  years,  and  the  results  exceeded  those  of  1941. 

The  Urban  Districts  of  Crompton  and  Milnrow  sent  collected  Kitchen  Waste 
to  the  Rochdale  Plant  for  processing,  in  addition  to  the  Local  Authorities  named 
in  the  previous  Report. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


816  Preliminary  or  Informal  Notices  and  14  Statutory  Notices  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances  and  for  the  remedy  of  sanitary  defects  in  and  around 
dwellings  were  served  on  owners  and  occupiers  and  resulted  in  the  accomplish¬ 
ment  of  works  given  in  the  classified  statement  below. 

The  statement  also  includes  works  carried  out  at  factories  and  food  storage 
premises  etc.,  following  the  service  of  preliminary  notices  but  excludes  work 
carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


Nature  of  Nuisances  Dealt  With 


Nos. 


Houses — 

Verminous  dwellings  disinfested  . 

Dirty  Houses  limewashed  or  cleasned  . 

Repairs  to  roofs,  floors,  walls,  eavestroughing,  rainwater  pipes, 
chimneys,  and  general  repairs  to  brickwork  or  stonework 
(including  dampness)  and  repair  or  renewal  of  house  fittings... 
Overcrowding . 


87 

88 


903 

6 


Yards,  Passages,  Etc. — 

Repairs  to  surfaces,  gates,  walls,  etc. 

Offensive  accumulations  and  stagnant  water  removed  ... 


63 

40 


Sanitary  Conveniences — 

Water-closet  buildings  repaired 
Pail  closets  and  water-closets  cleansed 
Water-closet  fittings  repaired 


44 

4 

138 


Drains — 

Main  or  branch  drains  repaired  or  cleared 


72 


General — 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  remedied 


9 
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Defects  at  Premises  used  for  the  Preparation  or  Storage  of  food. 

Nos. 

The  use  of  dirty  utensils,  receptacles  or  fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Want  of  limewashing  or  cleansing  of  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 


Defects  at  Factories  or  Workplaces. 

Nos. 

Absence  of,  or  unsatisfactory  condition  of  sanitary  accommodation  ...  20 

Want  of  limewashing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

During  the  year  287  visits  were  made  to  premises  regarding  which  com¬ 
plaints  had  been  received  under  the  above  Act.  One  part-time  rat-catcher  is 
employed  by  the  Department  and  the  number  of  rats  caught  was  approximately 
367.  The  premises  dealt  with  include  slaughter-houses,  dwelling-houses,  shops 
and  warehouses  on  which  1,863  rat-baits,  30  tins  of  rat-lime,  and  7  tubes  of 
poison  were  used. 

Shops  Acts,  1912  and  1934. 

No  notices  under  these  Acts  were  issued  during  1942. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  number  of  premises  at  which  these  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  Borough 


is  as  follows  : — 

Tripe  boiling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gut  scraping  .  1 

Fellmongering  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  3 

Knackers  yard  (bone  boiling)  .  1 

Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


These  premises  have  been  visited  regularly  during  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

The  approximate  accommodation  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  December, 
1942,  was  as  follows  : — 


Fresh-water  carriage  system 

.  25,926 

Pail  Closets  ... 

1,584 

Waste-water  Closets  . 

.  1 ,654 

Privy  Middens 

40 

The  tables  showing  the  progress  of  conversion  of  pail  closets  have  been 
omitted, 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Retail  Bakehouses. 

The  number  of  bakehouses  now  on  the  Register  is  163.  These  have  been 
regularly  inspected,  and  cleansing  and  limewashing  have  been  carried  out  after 
intimation  by  the  Inspectors  in  44  cases. 

A  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained  and  it  has  not  been 
found  necessary  to  issue  any  notices  in  this  respect. 

Workshops. 

381  inspections  of  workshops  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Government  the  work  of  smoke 
abatement  was  discontinued  in  April,  1940. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  10  of  these  premises  registered  comprising  62  rooms  and  providing 
accommodation  for  644  male  persons. 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  are  paid  to  these  premises  and  it  has  been  found 
that  with  few  exceptions  they  are  conducted  in  a  satisfactory  manner — only 
two  informal  notices  and  one  Abatement  Notice  being  served  during  the  year. 
Some  of  the  premises  are  considered  not  to  be  in  all  respects  in  accordance  with 
modern  standards. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

There  were  103  farms  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1942.  These  were  visited 
regularly  by  the  Dairies  Inspector. 

Milkshops. 

The  number  of  shops  retailing  milk  in  bottles  is  178  while  the  number 
retailing  unbottled  milk  is  4.  With  the  exception  of  two,  these  are  registered 
dairies.  All  the  premises  have  been  inspected  regularly  during  the  year. 

Inspection  of  Premises  used  for  the  Preparation  of  and  Sale  of  Foodstuffs. 

During  the  year  2,166  visits  have  been  made  to  this  type  of  premises. 

Rochdale  Corporation  Act,  1937. 

This  Act  deals  with  the  registration  of  premises  for  the  preparation  and  sale 
of  various  foodstuffs.  No  premises  were  registered  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Act  during  the  year. 
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Meat  and  Food  Supply. 

There  has  been  regular  inspection  of  meat  and  food  offered  for  sale,  and  over 
50  tons  have  been  destroyed  as  unfit  for  human  food. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1915. 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1922. 

Tuberculous  Milk. 

During  the  year  62  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  in  the  Rochdale  streets 
for  the  purpose  of  detecting  supplies  of  tuberculous  milk.  These  samples  repres¬ 
ented  the  milk  of  about  744  cows  and  were  taken  in  batches  monthly.  Of  the 
samples,  26  were  from  Rochdale  Borough  farmers  and  36  from  County  farmers 
delivering  milk  in  the  Borough.  The  number  found  to  be  tubercular  was  : — 
From  Rochdale  Farmers  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

From  County  Farmers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

In  connection  with  the  positive  samples  the  necessary  steps  in  respect  of  the 
infected  animals  were  taken  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  the  revised 
arrangement  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1938. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

125  samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  were  submitted  for  analysis  as  compared  with 
137  during  the  previous  year. 

Borough  Analyst’s  Annual  Report. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Analyst  for  the  following  extract  from  his 
Annual  Report  : — 

“  During  the  year  1942,  I  have  analysed  125  samples,  consisting  of  103  milks, 
“  eight  anti-gas  ointments,  three  butters,  two  onion  extracts  and  soup  powders 
“  and  one  each  of  mustard,  coffee,  pepper,  dried  egg,  potted  meat,  sausage  and 
“  fruit  and  nut  ice.  19  samples  were  reported  against,  viz.,  18  milks  and  one 
"  butter. 

"  13  of  the  former  had  suffered  adulteration  with  extraneous  water,  to  an 
“  extent  varying  from  3.1  to  18.8  per  cent.  ;  three  were  seriously  deficient  in  fat, 
“  viz.,  to  the  extent  of  30,  39  and  50  per  cent.,  respectively,  whilst  the  two 
“  remaining  samples  failed  to  comply  with  the  Sale  of  Milk  Regulations  in  respect 
“  of  non-fatty  solids  content,  but  the  result  of  the  Freezing-Point  (Hortvet) 
“  test  showed  these  to  be  of  genuine,  but  abnormal  quality. 

"  Preservatives  and  colouring  agents  were  absent  throughout  the  milk 
“  supply. 
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“  The  sample  of  butter  (informally  taken)  reported  against,  contained  in 
“  the  order  of  66  per  cent,  margarine,  but  a  formal  sample  taken  later  from  the 
same  source  was  shown  to  be  genuine. 

“  The  remaining  groceries,  etc.,  were  quite  wholesome  and  call  for  no 
“  special  comment.” 


SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  the  opening  of  Cleansing 
Stations  at  each  of  the  three  First  Aid  Posts  set  up  in  the  district.  This  was 
carried  out  by  agreement  with  the  Emergency  Committee  and  the  cleansing  has 
been  carried  out  by  the  First  Aid  Post  staff  under  the  supervision  of  trained 
nursing  personnel  of  the  Public  Health  Department.  The  general  working  is 
under  the  supervision  of  a  District  Sanitary  Inspector. 

To  suit  all  persons  concerned,  sessions  have  been  arranged  in  the  morning 
and  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day  throughout  the  week.  Evening  sessions  are 
available  as  required  for  those  engaged  in  industry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  cleansed  at  these 
Stations  : — 

Scabies  ...  .  ...  .  1414 

Verminous  Conditions  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  55 


At  the  same  time  arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  all  reports  of 
verminous  conditions,  including  Scabies,  are  collected  in  one  register  in  the  Public 
Health  Department.  These  reports  may  come  from  the  Education  Department, 
Health  Visitors,  Sanitary  Inspectors,  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises  and  other 
persons  or  organisations.  All  premises  reported  in  this  category  are  visited  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  advice  given  according  to  the  degree  of  infestation 
and  the  general  conditions  of  the  premises.  Steps  are  taken  to  ensure  that  all 
persons  infected  with  Scabies  in  the  family  attend  at  the  Cleansing  Centre. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  institute  proceedings  under  the  Order. 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  chief  infectious  diseases  showed  a  reduction  in  incidence  as  compared 
with  1941.  The  total  was  still  above  the  average  for  the  preceding  five  years. 
With  the  exception  of  Measles,  which  showed  epidemic  tendencies  from  May  to 
July,  there  was  no  notable  feature  in  connection  with  the  prevalence  of  these 
diseases  throughout  the  year. 

The  notification  of  the  various  diseases  totalled  1,262  as  against  1,921,  the 
previous  year  and  an  average  of  1,086  during  the  five  years  1936-1940.  Com¬ 
parative  figures  are  given  in  the  following  summary  : — 
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Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Tuberculosis  ... 
Pneumonia  . . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Chicken-pox  . . . 
Measles 

C.S.  Meningitis 
Other  Diseases 


Average 
5  yrs. 

1942  1941  1936-40 


133 

•  •  • 

142 

156 

80 

87 

100 

105 

131 

112 

47 

43 

42 

33 

416 

87 

87 

88 

124 

736 

941 

416 

14 

28 

4 

27 

45 

45 

1262 

1921 

1086 

Marland  Hospital. 

There  were  469  cases  admitted  to  this  Hospital  from  the  Rochdale  County 
Borough  and  the  neighbouring  County  districts,  which  together  with  52  in 
Hospital  on  the  31st  December,  1941,  make  521  cases  treated  during  the  year, 
as  compared  with  546  the  previous  year.  Excluding  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
the  case  mortality  was  3.7  per  cent,  as  compared  with  3.8  per  cent,  the  previous 
year.  A  considerable  improvement  was  recorded  in  respect  of  the  Diphtheria 
case  mortality. 

A  summary  of  the  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  is  given  below  : — 


DISEASE 

In 

Hospital 
on  31st 

Admitted 

during 

Dis- 

Died 

Remain¬ 
ing  in 
Hospital 

Ages  of  Patients 
Admitted 

December 

1941 

the 

Year 

charged 

at  end  of 
Year 
1942 

Under 

5  Years 

5—15 

Years 

Above 

15  years 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

19 

197 

177 

39 

49 

129 

19 

Diphtheria 

20 

203 

174 

9 

40 

42 

103 

58 

Enteric  Fever  . 

•  •  • 

•  .  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Meningitis  ... 

4 

37 

35 

5 

1 

10 

10 

17 

Measles 

... 

6 

6 

•  •  • 

4 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

6 

2 

4 

4 

... 

... 

2 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

3 

4 

•  •  . 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

•  .  . 

6 

4 

2 

•  . . 

•  .  • 

6 

Chicken  Pox 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scabies 

2 

2 

... 

2 

... 

Other  Diseases  ... 

2 

13 

12 

3 

5 

... 

8 

Total 

52 

469 

418 

23 

80 

111 

245 

113 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Comment  has  already  been  made  in  the  Child  Welfare  Section  of  this  Report 
on  the  efforts  to  immunise  the  younger  group  of  children. 

A  local  campaign  of  general  propaganda  was  engaged  upon  to  support  the 
National  Campaign  carried  out  by  means  of  broadcasting,  press  and  film  displays. 
In  addition  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  were,  for  a  period  which 
extended  into  1943,  taken  off  the  more  routine  of  their  duties  in  order  to  enquire 
into  the  state  of  immunisation  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years 
and,  where  necessary,  to  endeavour  to  get  these  children  immunised.  The  latter 
objective  was  achieved  by  making  special  visits  by  each  Health  Visitor  in  her 
own  area  to  the  home  of  each  child  who  had  not  been  immunised.  The  initial 
survey  showed  that  about  31%  of  the  whole  population  of  the  children  under 
five  were  already  immunised,  which  falls  far  short  of  the  results  to  be  aimed  at, 
namely,  70 — 80%  of  the  total  under  five  population. 

Up  to  the  end  of  March,  1943,  the  Health  Visitors  paid  1724  special  visits 
which  at  that  time  had  resulted  in  only  about  300  additional  children  undergoing 
the  complete  course  of  immunisation. 

Enquiries  were  made  at  the  same  time  as  to  the  reasons  for  refusal  or  failure 
to  have  children  immunised.  The  reasons  given  seem  to  suggest  that  in  most 
cases  the  factor  which  was  at  fault  was  the  interest  of  the  parents,  their  intellig¬ 
ence,  particularly  in  choosing  the  source  of  advice,  or  their  readiness  to  devote 
some  time  to  attendance  at  the  Clinic  or  otherwise.  It  was  not  felt  that  any 
further  general  propaganda  should  be  embarked  upon  or  that  drastic  alterations 
in  the  authority’s  arrangements  should  be  made.  Attention  will  rather  be  de¬ 
voted  to  achieving  close  personal  contact  between  the  medical  and  nursing  staffs 
of  the  Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Department  and  the  parents  or  guardians. 

Immunisation  is  available  at  an  ‘  ad  hoc  ’  Clinic  every  Saturday  morning  in 
the  centre  of  town  ;  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  held  weekly  in  five  different  districts 
of  the  town  ;  in  five  Nursery  School  organisations  and  one  War-time  Nursery, 
as  well  as  in  at  least  two  hospitals  admitting  children. 

These  efforts  achieved  during  the  year  immunisation  in  respect  of  873  children 
under  five  and  640  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15.  These  figures  compare  with 
864  and  585  respectively  in  1941,  which  year  showed  a  very  notable  advance  over 
the  previous  three  years,  the  advance  being  due  to  increased  interest  in  im¬ 
munisation  and,  probably  more  so,  to  the  improved  facilities. 

The  opportunity  was  taken  during  the  year  of  examining  the  records  in  more 
detail  in  order  to  ascertain  the  immunisation  position  in  each  age  group.  The 
results  are  given  below  as  at  the  end  of  December,  1942.  In  addition  to  the 
actual  number  of  immunised  children  in  each  age  group  the  approximate  per¬ 
centage  is  shown,  which  percentage  is  based  on  the  number  of  births  in  the  age 
group  with  a  deduction  for  those  dying  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  same  group  : 
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Age 

No. 

Approx.  % 

Age 

No. 

Approx.  % 

1 

415 

38 

8 

444 

40 

2 

574 

57 

9 

484 

51 

3 

415 

46 

10 

647 

61 

4 

353 

35 

11 

414 

39 

5 

287 

28 

12 

449 

40 

6 

301 

30 

13 

432 

36 

7 

333 

33 

The  larger  percentages  in  the  age  groups  8-12  reflect  the  results  of  the  early 
campaign  in  the  schools,  during  which  only  children  under  8  were  offered  im¬ 
munisation.  Those  coming  forward  at  that  time  were  mainly  in  the  lowest  age 
groups  attending  school. 

Throughout  the  year  Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  was  used  in  two  doses  of 
0.2  c.c.  and  0.5  c.c.  with  at  least  four  weeks  between  doses. 

During  1942,  2  children  under  five  and  8  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  fifteen,  who  had  been  immunised,  were  admitted  from  Rochdale  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  suffering  from  Clinical  Diphtheria.  Of  these  9  were  mild 
cases,  1  was  a  severe  case  and  none  died. 


Antitoxin. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin,  Scarlatina,  Meninogococcal  and  Erysipelas  Sera  are 
distributed  on  behalf  of  the  Department,  from  the  Broadfield  Pathological 
Laboratory  to  medical  practitioners  for  use  within  the  Borough.  Outside 
Laboratory  hours,  supplies  are  available  at  Marland  Hospital. 


(B)  TUBERCULOSIS. 

« 

There  were  105  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  as  against  127  the  previous 
year  and  114  in  the  year  1940,  and  an  average  of  108  during  the  five  years, 
1935-39. 

In  addition  5  Pulmonary  and  2  Non-Pulmonary  cases  came  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  department  for  the  first  time  other  than  by  notification.  Of  these 
1  Pulmonary  and  2  Non-Pulmonary  cases  were  reported  after  death  and  4  Pul¬ 
monary  cases  were  transferred  from  other  areas. 
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Comparative  figures  are  given  below  : — 


Average 

5  year 
periods 

Notifications 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Total 

1913—17 

184 

108 

292 

1923—27 

85 

40 

125 

1933—37 

81 

26 

107 

1938 

89 

27 

116 

1939 

81 

22 

103 

1940 

82 

32 

114 

1941 

101 

26 

127 

1942 

68 

37 

105 

The  105  new  cases  notified,  together  with  the  number  of  deaths  resulting 
from  the  disease,  are  arranged  in  the  summary  below  : — 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Non- 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

... 

... 

... 

... 

a  •  • 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 — 5  years 

1 

•  •  . 

5 

1 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 

a  a  a 

5—15  „ 

1 

2 

10 

3 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

a  a  a 

1 

15—25  „ 

5 

6 

6 

5 

25—35  „ 

7 

5 

4 

.  .  • 

7 

13 

•  a. 

2 

35—45  ,, 

11 

7 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

45 — 55  ,, 

12 

1 

2 

•  •  • 

13 

6 

1 

55—65  „ 

65  years  and 

6 

1 

1 

over 

3 

... 

... 

... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

Totai. 

46 

22 

27 

10 

25 

19 

1 

4 

1941 

62 

39 

11 

15 

34 

19 

7 

4 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

Three  clinic  sessions  have  been  held  weekly  and  the  number  of  new  cases 
examined  as  suspected  tuberculosis  was  426  as  against  416  the  previous  year. 
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The  result  of  the  examinations  showed  85,  or  20  per  cent.,  were  suffering 
from  some  form  of  tuberculosis,  chiefly  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system, 
as  against  91,  or  21.9  per  cent.,  in  1941. 

In  addition  163  men  were  examined  by  the  Medical  Officer  chiefly  under 
the  Local  Government  Superannuation  Scheme  and  Silicosis  Scheme. 

The  work  in  connection  with  the  Dispensary  is  shown  in  the  summary 
below. 

1942  1941 


Number  of  New  Cases  examined  ... 

426 

416 

Total  Number  of  Attendances  of  Patients 

2,302 

2,373 

Average  Attendance  per  Clinic  (Year  1942 — Highest  35 

Lowest  3) 

16 

16 

Number  of  Contacts  examined  . 

115 

113 

Dressings  and  Injections  carried  out  during  the  year  ... 

220 

230 

Personal  and  other  Consultations  by  Tuberculosis  Officer 

1,162 

1,124 

Home  Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Nurses 

2,339 

2,440 

Wasserman  Tests  taken  at  the  Dispensary 

5 

5 

(Year  1942 — Negative  3) 

X-Ray  Examinations  ...  ...  . 

291 

294 

Financial  and  Other  Assitance. 


Necessitous  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  assisted  in  various  ways  during  the 
year  : — 


1942  1941 


(a)  Clothing  and  footgear  provided  ...  ...  ...  10 

(b)  Extra  Nourishment — Milk,  Malt  and  Oil,  etc.  ...  29 

(c)  House  rent  paid  from  a  special  Fund  during  residence 

of  patient  in  Sanatorium  ...  ...  .  6 

(d)  Bedstead  and  Bed  Clothing — Loans  ...  ...  ...  2 

(e)  Sets  of  Dentures  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


7 

21 

6 

4 

3 


On  the  general  question  of  house  accommodation  for  families  where  a 
member  is  suffering  from  tuberculosis,  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  Health  and 
Housing  Committee  has  decided  to  give  preference  where  possible  to  the  tenancy 
of  a  Corporation  dwelling-house. 


Residential  Treatment. 

There  were  45  patients  in  residence  at  various  Sanatoria  on  the  31st 
December,  1941,  and  during  the  year  94  other  patients  (56  males,  38  females) 
were  admitted  as  shown  in  summary  below  : — 
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Institutions 

Remaining 

in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1941 

Admissions 

Discharged 

during  1942 

Died 

Remaining 

in  Hospital 

at  end  of  1942 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Wolstenholme  Pulmonary 

Hospital 

13 

29 

29 

— 

23 

6 

13 

Springfield  Sanatorium 

12 

23 

— 

23 

18 

8 

9 

Stannington  Sanatorium  ... 

4 

2 

2 

— 

5 

— 

1 

Memorial  Home,  Norden  ... 

7 

11 

8 

3 

11 

— 

7 

Shropshire  Orth.  Hospital 

2 

22 

12 

10 

18 

— 

6 

Other  Sanatoria 

7 

7 

5 

2 

9 

3 

2 

Total  . 

45 

94 

56 

38 

84 

17 

38 

Springfield  Sanatorium. 

This  institution,  situated  adjoining  Springfield  Park,  provides  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  36  female  patients,  one  half  of  which  is  reserved  for  women  patients 
residing  in  the  area  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council.  In  addition  to  23 
Rochdale  patients  admitted  there  were  39  patients  admitted  from  the  Lancashire 
Count}'  and  other  Areas,  making  62  in  total,  as  against  41  the  previous  year. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and 
Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Section  62). 

The  former  relates  to  persons  engaged  in  the  milk  or  dairy  trade  who  are 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  while  the  latter  confers  powers  for  the  removal  to 
hospital  of  infectious  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  No 
occasion  has  arisen  during  the  year  where  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  make 
use  of  the  powers  conferred  by  this  Act  and  Regulation. 


(C)  VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  the  clinic  arrangements  for  dealing  with  this 
disease.  There  were  451  cases  (261  males  and  190  females)  dealt  with  during 
the  year,  as  against  469  in  1941.  The  number  of  new  cases  was  233  which  is 
much  below  the  average  for  the  years  prior  to  the  war. 

The  following  summary  gives  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past 
three  years  : — 
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Year 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1. 

No  of  persons  under  treatment  or  observation 
at  commencement  of  year 

206 

255 

255 

2. 

No.  of  persons  who  ceased  to  attend  in  previous 
years  and  who  returned  to  the  Centre  suffering 
from  the  same  infection 

8 

4 

4 

3. 

No.  of  cases  who  have  had  previous  treatment 

4 

6 

8 

4. 

No.  of  new  cases  ... 

233 

204 

226 

Total  cases  dealt  with 

451 

469 

493 

5. 

Total  attendances — For  attention  of  Medical  Officer 

7,125 

5,843 

5,976 

For  irrigation,  dressing,  etc. 

6,821 

5,764 

5,330 

6. 

No.  who  ceased  to  attend — 

(a)  Before  completion  of  treatment 

25 

40 

38 

(b)  After  completion  of  treatment,  but  before 
final  tests  as  to  cure 

4 

34 

14 

7. 

No.  discharged  after  completion  of  treatment 
and  final  test  of  cure  or  after  diagnosis  as  non- 
venereal  ... 

183 

187 

177 

Pathological  Examinations. 

The  arrangements  with  the  Broadfield  Laboratory  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratorj',  Manchester,  for  pathological  work  has  been  continued.  The 
specimens  examined  at  the  Laboratories  number  436  as  compared  with  374 
the  previous  year. 


32 


TABLE  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1942, 

and  previous  years. 


Population 

estimated 

to 

Middle 

of 

each 

Year 

Live 

Births 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the  District. 

Year 

Nett 

Under  1  year  of  age 

At  A1 

1  Ages 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
of  est. 
population 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 

Live  Berths 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
of  est. 
population 

1932 

90,550 

1135 

12.5 

82 

72 

1273 

14.1 

1933 

91,340 

1044 

11.4 

93 

89 

1371 

15.0 

1934 

94,450 

1170 

12.4 

91 

78 

1376 

14.6 

1935 

94,103 

1094 

11.6 

93 

85 

1311 

13.9 

1936 

93,250 

1096 

11.8 

76 

69 

1408 

15.1 

1937 

91,940 

1093 

11.9 

58 

53 

1415 

15.4 

1938 

91,290 

1096 

12.0 

69 

63 

1271 

13.9 

1939 

*90,300 

997 

11.0 

55 

55 

1322 

14.7 

1940 

t86,670 

1072 

12.4 

96 

89 

1575 

18.2 

1941 

f85,780 

1136 

13.2 

76 

67 

1371 

16.0 

Average 
for  vears 
1932  1941 

90,970 

1093 

12.0 

79 

72 

1369 

15.1 

1942 

183.150 

1276 

15.3 

90 

71 

1282 

15.4 

•  Estimated  Population  for  Birth-rate.  The  corresponding  figure  for  Death-rate  is  89,830. 

,,  Civilian  Population 
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TABLE  II. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE. 

Year  1942. 


All 

Ages 

0- 

1- 

5- 

15- 

45- 

65- 

ALL  CAUSES  ...  Males  ... 

640 

52 

6 

7 

55 

203 

317 

Females 

642 

38 

11 

11 

67 

158 

357 

1 — Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

... 

.  .  . 

2 — Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

5 

1 

1 

3 

3 — Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

4 — Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

5 — Diphtheria 

2 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

6 — Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory 

System  . 

44 

20 

19 

5 

7 — Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

8 — Syphilitic  Disease 

12 

.  .  . 

2 

9 

1 

9 — Influenza  ... 

6 

1 

1 

4 

10 — Measles 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

11 — Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

12 — Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis  ... 

3 

2 

1 

.  .  . 

13 — Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  and 

(Esophagus  ... 

25 

2 

8 

15 

Cancer  of  Uterus  ... 

.  *  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

14 — Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

48 

2 

24 

22 

15 — Cancer  of  Breast  ... 

16 

1 

7 

8 

16 — Cancer  of  all  other  sites  ... 

94 

11 

35 

48 

17 — Diabetes  ... 

5 

... 

1 

4 

18 — Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ... 

142 

1 

... 

32 

109 

19 — Heart  Disease 

297 

20 

79 

198 

20 — Other  Diseases  of  the  Circulatory 

System 

51 

•  •  . 

6 

45 

21 — Bronchitis 

139 

4 

2 

5 

42 

86 

22 — Pneumonia 

39 

12 

4 

1 

5 

3 

14 

23 — Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

19 

■  •  ■ 

2 

3 

8 

6 

24 — Ulceration  of  the  Stomach  or 

Duodenum  ... 

10 

... 

2 

5 

3 

25 — Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

12 

12 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

26 — Appendicitis 

5 

.  .  . 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

27 — Other  Digestive  Diseases 

40 

3 

i 

1 

.  .  . 

14 

21 

28 — Nephritis  ... 

38 

.  .  . 

1 

5 

17 

15 

29 — Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive 

Sepsis... 

1 

.  .  . 

. . . 

. . . 

1 

... 

.  .  . 

30 — Other  Maternal  Causes  ... 

4 

... 

.  .  . 

4 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

31 — Premature  Birth  ... 

30 

30 

... 

... 

... 

... 

32 — Congenital  Malformations,  Birth 

Injury,  Infantile  Disease  ... 

20 

20 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

.  .  . 

33 — Suicide 

12 

•  •  • 

... 

4 

7 

1 

34— Road  Traffic  Accidents  ... 

13 

... 

i 

1 

7 

4 

... 

35 — Other  Violent  Causes 

30 

3 

2 

3 

4 

5 

13 

36 — All  Other  Causes  ... 

113 

5 

4 

2 

18 

29 

55 

34 


TABLE  III. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. — Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various 
Ages  under  one  year  of  age — Year  1942. 


AGE  AT  DEATH 

Total 

Classified 

Causes  of  Death 

Under 

weeks 

weeks  to 

months 

months 

• 

-£ 

C 

0 

£ 

• 

M 

C 

0 

E 

De 

un 

l  y 

iths 

der 

ear 

nO 

rr\ 

°T 

•o 

cr 

1942 

1941 

Measles  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

... 

... 

1 

1 

3 

Diphtheria 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Influenza  ...  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Bronchitis  ...  . 

... 

2 

2 

... 

4 

4 

Pneumonia 

l 

4 

5 

2 

12 

20 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tubercular  Diseases  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Diarilioea  and  Enteritis 

2 

5 

5 

12 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

1 

2 

... 

... 

3 

4 

Premature  Birth 

28 

2 

... 

... 

... 

30 

24 

Congenital  Debility, 
Malformations,  etc. 

12 

5 

1 

2 

... 

20 

15 

Violence  . 

... 

... 

2 

1 

... 

3 

2 

Other  Causes  ...  . 

1 

... 

2 

2 

... 

5 

3 

All  Causes  . 

41 

11 

18 

17 

3 

90 

76 

Nett  Live  Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  1,183  ;  Illegitimate  93. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  : — Legitimate  infants  83  ;  Illegitimate  infants  7. 


REPORT 

ON  THE 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF 
SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  ROCHDALE 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  for  1942  being  the  thirty-fifth  report  on 
the  work  of  the  School  Medical  Service.  It  is  again  curtailed  at  the  request  of 
the  Board  of  Education. 

Staff. 

During  the  year,  a  school  dentist  has  been  appointed  to  take  the  place  of 
Mr.  Walker,  who  left  to  take  another  appointment.  A  temporary  dentist  (lady) 
has  been  appointed  to  do  the  work  of  Mr.  Gledsdale,  now  serving  with  H.M. 
Forces.  An  additional  nurse  has  also  been  appointed  for  work  in  the  clinic  only. 

The  liaison  between  the  School  Medical  Service  and  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  has  been  altered  because  of  increasing  work.  The  Child  Welfare  Medical 
Officer  now  has  responsibility  only  for  Nursery  Schools  under  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  and  a  part-time  Medical  Officer  has  been  appointed  for  School  Clinic  duties. 

School  Premises. 

All  school  premises  are  in  use  ;  prefabricated  buildings  have  been  erected 
adjacent  to  Meanwood  and  Castleton  schools  for  use  as  nursery  school  and  war¬ 
time  nursery  respectively.  The  latter  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  is  managed  by  a  Joint  Committee. 

ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

During  1942,  all  our  28  elementary  schools,  both  Central  Schools,  both 
High  Schools  and  the  Junior  Technical  School  have  been  inspected. 

The  Open  Air  School  has  been  visited  once  weekly  during  term-time. 

Total  School  Inspections  during  year  by  Medical  Officers. 

1941  1942 


Routine  Inspections 


at  Elementary  Schools  ... 

.  2,524 

1,986 

at  Secondary  Schools 

.  358 

104 

Special  Inspections  . 

.  322 

448 

Re-inspections . 

.  304 

507 

Open  Air  Inspections  ... 

.  2,590 

2,133 

Clinic  Inspections  . 

.  1,987 

2,518 

Clinic  re-inspections 

.  3,365 

3,889 

11,450  ...  11,585 


560  ...  635 


Cases  seen  by  Ophthalmologist 
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Uncleanliness. 

The  nurses  made  29,903  inspections  for  cleanliness  during  1942  and  found 
89.6%  clean  and  10.4%  unclean  children.  This  is  a  considerable  improvement 
on  1941,  when  15%  were  unclean,  and  it  is  thought  by  this  Department,  that 
the  deterioration  in  standards  of  cleanliness  since  the  war  has  now  been  arrested 
and  will  not  increase  so  long  as  the  present  methods  of  frequent  inspection  and 
follow-up  are  continued.  The  work  done  in  this  section  alone  of  the  school 
medical  service  is  heavy,  and  at  times  trying,  but  it  is  certain  that  if  it  were 
relaxed  in  any  way,  conditions  of  cleanliness  in  our  schools  would  rapidly  change 
for  the  worse. 

Again  eight  cases  occurred  where,  in  spite  of  instruction,  help,  and  ample 
allowance  of  time,  parents  did  not  make  an  adequate  effort  to  cleanse  their 
children.  They  were  prosecuted,  convicted,  and  fined  under  the  Attendance 
Bye-laws. 


Scabies. 

During  1942,  three  gas  decontamination  centres  attached  to  First  Aid  Posts 
were  adapted  by  the  Health  Committee  for  the  treatment  of  scabies,  by  the 
installation  of  slipper  baths  with  an  ample  hot  water  supply.  One  was 
opened  in  February,  a  second  in  March,  and  a  third  in  July,  and  a  large 
number  of  children  have  been  treated  there  with  benzyl  benzoate  emulsion, 
used  after  a  hot  bath  on  three  days  in  succession.  The  results  have  been  excellent. 
A  number  of  relapses  have  occurred,  considered  to  be  re-infections  from  a  parent 
or  other  member  of  family  who  had  concealed  the  condition  or  refused  treatment. 
Unfortunate^  we  have  power  to  examine  school  children  only,  and  these  home 
re-infections  are  very  troublesome.  It  is  the  considered  opinion  of  this  depart¬ 
ment,  that  few  children  catch  scabies  or  any  other  verminous  conditions  while 
on  school  premises,  but  are  usually  infected  at  home  or  on  holiday  or  when 
sleeping  “  at  so  and  so’s  the  day  she  went  to  tea  ”.  It  is  surprising  how  often 
otherwise  well-cared  for  children  are  allowed  to  sleep  with  their  little  friends, 
where  there  is  no  knowledge  of  the  cleanliness  or  otherwise  of  the  friends’  homes. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  encourage  the  parents  and  worker  relatives  of  children 
to  be  treated  at  the  same  time  as  a  scabietic  child,  but  it  is  often  only  possible 
to  get  the  children  treated  when  it  is  strenuously  denied  that  any  of  the  elders 
are  infected.  All  cases  of  scabies  and  other  verminous  conditions  are  reported 
to  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department,  where  they  are  recorded  and  followed- 
up  along  with  cases  reported  from  all  other  sources.  Thus  a  check  is  kept  on 
home  conditions  and  on  re-infestations  and  action  taken  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  under  the  Scabies  Order  of  1941  where  necessary.  So  far  the 
threat  of  action  has  been  sufficient  to  obtain  the  necessary  attendance  of  the 
whole  family  in  all  cases  originally  appearing  obstructive,  at  the  School  Clinic. 
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The  following  table 
during  the  year  : — 

shows  the 

Scabies 

number  of 

children 

found  with 

Sent  to  C.C. 

scabies 

Refused 

Month 

Scabies 

Treated 

Home 

Own 

for  verminous 

Treat- 

Diagnosed 

at  C.C. 

Treatments 

Doctor 

conditions 

ment 

January  . 

40 

no  centres 

40 

— 

— 

— 

February  ... 

25 

11 

14 

— 

— 

— 

March . 

39 

33 

6 

— 

— 

— 

April  . 

34 

31 

— 

— 

4 

3 

May  . 

60 

54 

2 

4 

— 

— 

June  . 

22 

20 

— 

2 

— 

— 

July . 

48 

41 

7 

— 

— 

— 

August  . 

51 

48 

3 

— 

— 

— 

September  ... 

22 

20 

— 

2 

— 

— 

October  . 

124 

117 

7 

— 

— 

— 

November  ... 

93 

87 

6 

— 

— 

— 

December  . . . 

61 

58 

3 

— 

— 

— 

619 

520 

88 

8 

4 

3 

Watkin  Street  Centre  opened 
Heybrook  Centre  opened 
Spotland  Centre  opened  ... 


February  23rd,  1942. 
March  23rd,  1942. 
July  28th,  1942. 


FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

In  view  of  the  fact,  increasingly  obvious  during  recent  years,  that  entrants 
to  our  schools  exhibit  fewer  defects  than  any  other  age-group,  it  was  thought 
advisable  to  discontinue  the  routine  examinations  of  the  three  and  four  year- 
olds  and  to  examine  only  those  brought  out  as  “  specials  ”  and  those  whose 
history  in  the  Infant  Welfare  Department  suggested  that  their  health  needed 
special  care  and  supervision. 

The  Education  Department  has  done  its  utmost  to  ensure  an  adequate 
supply  of  milk  to  schools,  and  to  encourage  children  to  drink  it,  and  much  has 
been  done  during  talks  with  parents  to  encourage  them  to  use  dried  milk,  dried 
egg  and  cheese  to  supply  the  protein  of  which  children’s  diets  are  so  often  short. 
A  good  deal  of  prejudice  has  been  met  against  both  dried  eggs  and  milk,  by 
parents  who  have  never  tried  either,  and  who  suspect  that  “  unlit  for  babies  ” 
on  the  milk  packet  means  that  the  food  is  devoid  of  nourishment  if  not  harmful. 

Minor  Ailment  Clinic  : 

The  attendances  of  this  clinic  have  again  increased,  the  total  being  13,887 
for  1942,  and  the  number  of  individual  cases  4,646,  as  compared  with  11,603 
attendances  and  4,115  individual  cases  in  1941.  A  system  of  staggering  the 
times  of  attendance  has  very  considerably  relieved  the  congestion  at  the  clinic, 
and  head  teachers  are  co-operating  well  in  maintaining  the  staggered  hours. 
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Defective  Vision. 

The  ophthalmologist  held  44  clinics  and  did  635  refractions  :  of  these  56 
were  for  children  of  pre-school  age. 

Dental  Clinic. — Report  by  Dr.  Kraus. 

At  the  beginning  of  September  Mrs.  A.  Kraus,  M.D.  (Prague),  was 
appointed  School  Dental  Officer. 

Serious  difficulties  in  the  carrying  out  of  the  dental  work  were  caused  by  the 
fact  that  there  was  only  one  dentist  and  that  he  was  working  at  the  Central 
Clinic  and  was  yet  responsible  for  the  treatment  of  children  from  all  schools. 

An  interim  arrangement  was  made  whereby  the  routine  inspection  and 
treatment  for  the  schools  allotted  to  the  Central  Clinic  was  carried  out  as  before, 
while  only  specials  were  inspected  and  treated  from  the  perimeter  schools. 

The  full  working  was  resumed  for  both  groups  of  schools  in  December  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  second  dentist.  The  benefit  of  this  second  appointment 
did  not,  however,  begin  to  be  felt  until  the  beginning  of  1943. 

During  the  year,  46  school  departments  have  been  visited  once,  and  15  of 
these  have  been  visited  twice  for  routine  inspection,  the  total  number  inspected 
being  6,794.  Of  these  3,116  were  referred  for  treatment,  the  number  actually 
treated  being  2,330  including  “specials”.  Fillings  numbered  1,080  and 
extractions  2,910. 


Child  Guidance  Clinic. — Report  by  Dr.  Muriel  Hughes. 

The  Child  Guidance  Clinic  which  was  inaugurated  in  September,  1941  on 
a  part-time  basis,  continued  to  work  for  the  first  three  months  of  1942  in 
harmonious  though  by  no  means  ideal  surroundings  in  the  T.B.  Clinic.  Good 
premises  were  finally  found  at  No.  2  Whitehall  Street,  and  the  Clinic  moved 
into  these  in  April. 

The  volume  of  work  has  increased  during  the  year,  and  in  the  time  available 
(half  a  day  a  week  for  the  Medical  Director  and  the  Educational  Psychologist 
and  2h  days  for  the  Psychiatric  Social  Worker)  it  was  found  possible  to  give 
treatment  to  only  a  proportion  of  those  children  who  were  found  to  be  in  need 
of  it.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year  however,  the  Medical  Director,  Dr.  Hughes, 
was  asked  to  give  another  session  a  week  for  a  period  of  six  months,  this  began 
in  the  New  Year  of  1943  and  has  in  some  measure  eased  the  waiting  list. 

Since  its  inauguration  the  Clinic  has  worked  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
School  Medical  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Departments,  with  the  result 
that  there  has  been  little  time  wasted  over  unsuitable  cases,  such  as  those  of 
low  intelligence  whose  difficulties  are  due  to  that  factor.  Reasons  for  which 
children  have  been  referred  from  these  departments  are  : — general  nervousness, 
fears,  speech  difficulties  not  responding  to  Speech  Therapy,  tics,  incontinence, 
unmanageability  and  temper  tantrums,  and  adolescent  emotional  instabilities. 


40 


Teachers  have  referred  children  who  presented  difficulties  in  school,  such  as 
backwardness  or  some  form  of  anti-social  behaviour.  The  need  for  help  of  the 
abnormally  quiet,  shy  child  who  gives  no  trouble  is  often  over-looked  and  may 
be  far  more  urgent  than  that  of  the  difficult  child. 

Approximately  three-quarters  of  the  children  dealt  with  were  found  to  be 
in  need  of  psycho-therapeutic  treatment,  and  in  the  majority  of  cases  the 
parents  have  been  glad  to  accept  help,  and  have  co-operated  with  the  Clinic 
Staff  in  helping  the  child  to  overcome  his  difficulties.  A  few  parents  however, 
some  of  whom  had  hoped  to  shelve  their  responsibility  on  to  the  Clinic,  were 
found  to  be  unwilling  to  take  their  share  in  the  treatment  with  the  result  that 
this  had  to  be  discontinued  or  not  undertaken  at  all.  The  co-operation  of 
parents  and  the  wish  for  help  is  essential  to  the  success  of  treatment  of  this  kind. 

Table  I  shows  that  the  number  dealt  with  is  small.  In  the  limited  time 
available  it  has  only  been  possible  to  see  one  new  case  a  week  and  to  have  nine 
children  attending  for  treatment  (under  the  new  arrangement  we  are  seeing 
fifteen).  Each  child  is  seen  individually  for  half  an  hour  a  week,  and  it  may  be 
as  much  as  a  year  or  more  before  he  is  ready  to  stop.  The  children  awaiting 
treatment  have  already  been  examined  but  cannot  be  fitted  in  for  treatment 
until  others  have  finished,  in  some  cases  this  means  waiting  several  weeks  or  even 
months.  In  a  proportion  of  the  cases  the  results  are  slow  and  are  not  always 
apparent  to  the  outsider,  though  exceptions  to  this  are  seen  in  the  cases  of  very 
young  children,  or  cases  whose  symptoms  are  recognised  early,  such  as  referrals 
from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  chief  value  of  the  work  lies  in  the 
long  distance  results,  which  may  save  a  child  from  retreating  from  difficulties 
into  a  neurotic  illness,  these  results  may  often  pass  unnoticed. 

On  the  whole  1942  has  shewn  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  children 
who  are  actually  delinquent.  This  is  a  sign  of  progress  as  the  aim  of  a  Child 
Guidance  Clinic  should  be  to  educate  the  public  that  children  who  are  a  source 
of  anxiety  either  to  their  guardians  or  teachers  are  to  be  brought  for  advice  before 
they  actually  reach  the  stage  of  becoming  delinquent.  A  factor  which  has 
operated  rather  against  the  Clinic  is  the  publicity  accorded  to  the  fact  that 
delinquent  children  are  sometimes  seen  there,  which  has  led  to  the  belief  that 
there  is  a  stigma  attached  to  a  child  who  is  treated  at  the  Clinic.  This  mistaken 
idea  is  gradually  disappearing,  and  people  are  beginning  to  realise  that  the 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  is  a  specialist  department  of  the  School  Medical  Service. 


Table  I. 


Number  referred  ... 

54 

Carried  forward  from  1941 

31 

Dealt  with  in  1942 

58 

Awaiting  examination  . 

27 

There  are  14  children  now  awaiting  treatment. 
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Table  II  showing  sources  of  reference  : 

1941  1942 


School  Medical  Department 

13 

8 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department 

2 

7 

Speech  Therapist  ... 

3 

8 

Director  of  Education 

2 

5 

Teachers 

21 

17 

Magistrates 

6 

— 

Doctors 

2 

3 

Parents 

...  - 

...  5 

Other  Social  Agencies 

— 

1 

Total 

49 

54 

Work  of  the  School  Nurses. 

1941 

1942 

Dressings  etc.  at  morning  clinics 

6,461 

...  12,145 

Cleanliness  inspections 

12,965 

...  19,348 

Cleanliness  re-inspections 

10,555 

Inspections  with  Medical  Officer — 

at  school  ... 

2,664 

2,090 

at  clinic 

6,037 

6,407 

Refraction  clinic  cases 

560 

635 

Open  Air  School  inspections  ... 

2,590 

2,133 

Home  Visits 

405 

513 

31,682 

...  53,826 

Infectious  Diseases. 

1941 

1942 

Scarlet  Fever 

84 

102 

Diphtheria 

42 

43 

Measles  ... 

885 

497 

German  Measles 

8 

...  - 

Whooping  Cough 

335 

18 

Chicken-pox 

78 

34 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis 

6 

1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis . 

...  — 

1 

1,438 

696 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  Saturday  morning  clinic  has  been  continued,  and  S89  children  have 
received  two  injections  of  A.P.T.  with  an  interval  of  a  month  or  more  between 
the  injections. 

Day  Open  Air  School. 

This  school  has  completed  another  satisfactorily  uneventful  year. 
Ninety  seven  children  left  the  school,  19  to  go  to  work.  They  had  all  been  much 
relieved  of  the  following  conditions  : —  Girls  Boys 


Rheumatism 

Malnutrition  . 

Pre  and  Post  Tuberculosis 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Bronchitis  . 

Other  non-tubercular  affections  of  the  chest 
Nervous  conditions 

Orthopaedic  defects  . 

Anaemia  and  Debility . 

Hypertrophic  rhinitis  ... 

Hyperthyroidism  ...  . 

Cases  admitted  for  observation 


4 
8 
3 
2 

5 
5 

14 


3 


2 

10 

10 

1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

11 

1 

1 

5 


44  53 


The  school  was  constructed  for  equal  numbers  of  both  sexes  (60  of  each) 
but  for  some  time  we  have  had  more  boys  than  girls  and  this  disproportion  is 
increasing,  causing  congestion  in  the  boys’  cloakrooms,  lavatories  and  dining¬ 
room. 

Nursery  Schools. — Report  by  Dr.  G.  Montgomery. 

The  numbers  at  the  Nursery  Schools  have  been  maintained  and  there 
continues  to  be  a  very  large  waiting  list  for  admission.  The  average  number  on 
the  register  at  all  four  schools  was  360.  The  average  number  attending  was  270 
and  the  number  on  the  waiting  list  195. 

Owing  to  increased  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  the 
insistence  on  clean  heads,  vermin  infestation  has  been  considerably  reduced. 
There  were  1238  head  inspections  and  of  these  nits  were  found  in  152  cases 
(1 1.9%)  and  vermin  in  29  cases  (2.3%). 

The  meals  were  good  and  interesting  and  served  in  an  appetising  form, 
the  beneficial  psychological  aspect  of  attractive  meals  being  kept  in  mind  in  the 
setting  of  meals  and  serving  of  course.  Meal-time  is  regarded  as  an  opportunity 
for  training  in  self-reliance,  good  manners  and  correct  behaviour. 

A  suitable  provision  of  foodstuffs  on  points  and  on  priority  supply  ensured 
adequate  and  very  varied  dietaries.  The  supply  of  liquid  milk  gave  rise  to  diffi¬ 
culty  from  time  to  time,  mainly  because  of  transport.  This  difficulty,  however, 
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was  got  over  by  use  of  the  supply  of  full-cream  dried  milk  with  which  each 
school  is  provided  and  which  can  be  used  to  replace  fresh  milk  as  well  as  for 
routine  cooking  purposes.  The  Superintendents  have  taken  great  care  to 
replace  fruit  which  has  been  the  main  lack  of  the  diet,  with  raw  vegetables  such 
as  cabbage,  carrots  and  turnips.  Tomatoes  have  also  been  extensively  used. 
Dried  egg  powder  has  also  proved  exceedingly  useful. 

On  the  whole  the  childrens’  teeth  are  in  very  satisfactory  condition.  Cases 
of  caries  requiring  reference  to  the  dentist  have  been  rare  throughout  the  year, 
only  14  cases  were  referred  to  the  School  Dentist  for  this  reason. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  rather  greater  proportion  of  children  were  noted  to 
have  Anaemia  and  in  need  of  special  treatment.  At  the  604  medical  examinations 
40  cases  of  Anaemia  were  noted,  the  average  age  of  these  children  being  3i  years. 
The  children  were  given  iron  tonics  and  their  mothers  were  advised  to  give  foods 
rich  in  iron,  such  as  liver  and  fresh  green  vegetables. 

Following  on  the  severe  Winter  and  a  Summer  poor  in  sunshine,  a  fair 
number  of  children  appear  debilitated.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the 
treatment  of  such  cases  at  the  Rochdale  Crippled  Children’s  Union  Clinic. 
During  the  year  17  children  were  given  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Therapy  at  this 
Clinic  twice  weekly. 

In  cases  where  the  mothers  were  engaged  in  war  work  the  children  were 
taken  by  members  of  the  W.V.S.,  who  have  also  kindly  taken  children  of  working 
mothers  to  Minor  Ailments  and  Specialists’  Clinics,  thus  solving  what  was  a 
very  difficult  problem. 

Children  requiring  specialist  services  were  sent  to  those  attached  to  the 
School  Medical  Services.  A  total  of  36  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  cases,  16  Eye  cases 
and  8  cases  of  Speech  Defect  were  referred  to  the  respective  specialists. 

The  average  gain  in  weight  after  six  months  attendance  at  a  Nursery  School 
was  much  the  same  at  each  of  the  four  schools — Howard  Street  21bs.  12ozs., 
South  Street  31bs.  loz.,  Thames  Street  31bs.  5ozs.,  Brimrod  21bs.  12ozs. 

In  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  a  fairly  general  epidemic  of 
Diarrhoea  in  the  Borough  and  a  great  number  of  the  Nursery  School  children 
were  affected  as  were  members  of  the  staff.  Pathological  examinations  of  blood 
and  other  specimens,  however,  proved  negative. 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  at  each  weekly  medical  inspection  and  an 
endeavour  made  to  persuade  all  mothers  to  allow  their  children  to  be  immunised. 
The  total  number  of  children  immunised  at  the  Nursery  Schools  was  1 10. 

Parental  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  Nursery  Schools  was  sought  and 
advised  by  tne  continuation  of  the  regular  meetings  of  the  mothers’  clubs, 
where  every  encouragement  was  given  for  the  discussion  of  difficulties. 

The  mothers  continue  to  be  enthusiastic  about  these  meetings  and  are 
developing  a  pride  in  and  identifying  themselves  with  their  own  particular 
school.  An  interesting  experiment  has  been  inaugurated  at  the  Howard  Street 
Nursery  School,  whereby  some  of  the  mothers  come  in  the  afternoons  to  help  in 
the  care  of  the  children  and  thus  gain  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  work  of  a 
nursery  school. 
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Talks  have  been  given  by  the  Superintendents  of  the  schools  to  the  mothers 
on  practical  matters  such  as  toy-making  and  mending,  as  well  as  on  others  such 
as  behaviour  problems  in  the  nervous  children.  General  health  talks  have  been 
given  by  the  Health  Visitors.  The  Psychiatric  Social  Worker  attached  to  the 
Child  Guidance  Clinic  has  given  a  number  of  addresses  to  the  mothers  about 
difficult  children  and  has  also  shown  some  of  the  mothers  round  the  Clinic,  so 
that  they  can  visualise  the  procedure  adopted  there.  In  consequence,  some  of 
the  mothers  have  on  their  own  accord  come  to  the  Clinic  for  advice  and  help 
in  the  mental  development  of  their  children. 

This  year  the  parents  excelled  themselves  in  making  beautiful  toys  for 
Christmas.  There  was  a  great  variety  which  was  collected  and  exhibited  to  the 
public  at  an  open  afternoon  through  the  medium  of  the  Rochdale  Nursery 
Schools  Association. 

Speech  Clinic. 


Report  from  Mrs.  Marland  on  work  done  since  she  was  appointed  Speech 
Therapist  in  June,  1942. 


The  clinic  was  closed  for  the  first  half  of  the  year, 

re-opening  on 

June  19th. 

Cases  on  list,  December,  1941 

•  •  •  •  •  . 

128 

Cases  referred  during  year  ...  . 

. 

93 

• 

221 

Cases  discharged  during  the  year  : 

(a)  after  treatment .  . 

... 

32 

(b)  not  requiring  treatment 

... 

22 

(c)  refusing  treatment 

. 

4 

58 

Cases  remaining  on  list  at  31st  December,  1942 

(a)  not  yet  seen  ...  . 

... 

40 

(b)  seen  and  awaiting  treatment  ... 

... 

77 

(c)  receiving  treatment  . 

. 

46 

163 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

During  1942,  126  new  cases  were  referred  to  Dr. 

Bateman's  clinic,  where 

much  valuable  work  has  again  been  done  for  our  children. 

Torticollis  ... 

3 

Verruca  . 

16 

Ganglion  . 

3 

Kyphosis  ... 

8 

Foot  deformities  ... 

50 

Postural  defects  other  than  above 

6 

Miscellaneous 

40 

126 
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Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Clinic. 

A  total  of  308  children  was  referred  to  Dr.  Cammock’s  clinic  during  the 
year:  of  these  227  received  operative  treatment,  by  Dr.  Cammock,  and  81, 
other  forms  of  treatment. 

In-patient  treatment  of  debility. 

In  addition  to  the  orthopaedic  cases  mentioned  above,  Dr.  Bateman  has 
examined  26  children  suffering  from  severe  debility  and  admitted  them  to  the 
Memorial  Home,  with  very  great  benefit  in  each  case. 

Periodical  Weighing  of  Children. 

The  six-monthly  weighing  of  all  children  at  our  three  largest  schools  has 


been  continued. 

1941  1942 


Number  weighed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,312  ...  3,209 

Number  who  have  gained  weight  ...  ...  95.5%  ...  98.2% 

Number  who  have  lost  weight  ...  ...  4.5%  ...  1.1% 

Number  who  remained  stationary  ...  ...  —  ...  .63% 


It  will  be  seen  that  more  children  gained  than  last  year  ;  this  is  due  partly 
at  least  to  the  extension  of  school  dinner  facilities. 

Provision  of  Meals. 

During  1942,  83,512  free  dinners  have  been  supplied  to  a  daily  average  of 
342  children,  compared  with  99,279  dinners  to  390  children  in  1941.  The 
provision  of  paid-for  dinners  has  been  very  much  expanded  and  developed 
during  the  year  ;  seven  additional  centres  have  been  opened,  at  Castleton, 
Oakenrod,  Brimrod,  Fleece  Street,  Lowerplace,  William  Henry  Street,  and 
Derby  Street,  making  a  total  of  24.  More  are  to  be  opened  in  the  new  year. 
For  all  but  one  of  these  centres  the  food  is  cooked  at  Brownhill  kitchens,  the 
exception  being  the  Girls’  High  School  where  the  kitchens  have  recently  been 
improved,  and  where  food  is  now  cooked  for  about  320  dinners  per  school  day. 
Various  smaller  alterations  have  also  been  made  such  as  the  provision  of  hatches 
and  other  improvements  in  serving.  The  total  number  of  paid  dinners  supplied 
was  402,391,  and  in  addition  to  that  42,147  teas  and  subsidiary  meals  have 
been  supplied. 

Co-operation  of  Voluntary  Bodies. 

Our  thanks  are  again  due  to  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  the  St.  Anne’s  Convalescent 
Home  and  the  Moorland  Home  for  their  help. 

Clog  Fund. 

The  Head  Teachers’  clog  fund  has  provided  125  new  pairs  of  clogs  for  poor 
children.  The  shortage  of  rubber  has  led  to  a  welcome  decrease  in  the  number 
of  children  wearing  decayed  plimsolls  :  however  bad  a  condition  leather  or 
leather-substitute  footgear  is  in,  it  never  gets  quite  as  bad  as  worn  out  rubber 
does. 
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Employment  of  Children  and  Young  Persons. 

The  number  of  children  in  part-time  employment  has  increased  again,  and 
268  were  examined  during  the  year  prior  to  taking  up  such  employment,  com¬ 
pared  with  159  in  1941. 

Cost  of  Medical  Inspection. 

The  costs  of  this  department  from  April  1st,  1941  to  March  31st,  1942, 
were  as  follows  : — 


£ 

s. 

d. 

Salaries  ...  . 

...  2866 

11 

9 

Printing,  Stationery  and  Postage 

...  106 

9 

5 

Drugs,  Materials,  Apparatus,  Spectacles 

...  493 

12 

7 

Hospitals,  Nursing  Associations,  etc. 

...  705 

17 

11 

Travelling 

25 

17 

2 

Rent  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

...  429 

3 

1 

Upkeep  of  premises 

30 

13 

6 

Fuel,  Light  and  Cleaning 

18 

13 

0 

Conveyance  of  children  ...  . 

...  102 

4 

7 

Aural  Clinics  and  Eye  Specialist’s  fees 

...  245 

17 

6 

Other  expenses  .. . 

12 

13 

2 

£5037 

13 

8 

Recovered  from  parents 

...  £285 

17 

4 

In  summary  attention  is  drawn  to  the  continued  high  level  of  nutrition  and 
health  generally  in  spite  of  war-time  conditions  ;  to  large  increase  in  attention 
paid  to  cleanliness  with  resultant  improvement  ;  and  to  the  very  marked  increase 
in  minor  ailments  treated.  The  last  increase  is  due  to  parents  absent  from  home 
not  having  time  to  treat  cuts  and  septic  spots,  and  to  the  search  for  Scabies  wh'ch 
results  in  reference  to  the  Clinic  of  all  suspicious  spots  and  rashes. 

I  would  place  on  record  my  appreciation  of  the  excellent  manner  in  which 
the  Medical,  Dental  and  Nursing  Staff  have  carried  out  their  duties,  and  of  the 
help  which  the  department  has  received  from  the  Education  Committee  and 
the  Director  of  Education. 


Public  Health  Offices, 
Rochdale. 

10/6/43. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Schools  Medical  Officer, 
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TABLE  I. 


Medical  Inspection  and  Treatment  Returns 
Year  ended  31st  December,  1942. 


Medical  Inspections  of  Children  attending  Public  Elementary  Schools. 
A. — Routine  Medical  Inspections. 


Number  of  Inspections  : — 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group  ... 
Third  Age  Group 


65 

856 

1,065 


Total  ... 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections... 


1,986 

104 


Grand  Total  ... 


2,090 


B.— Other  Inspections. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  and  Re-Inspections  ...  ...  ...  7,393 


TABLE  II. 

Classification  of  the  Nutrition  of  Children  Inspected  during  the  year 
in  the  routine  age-groups 


Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A. 

(Excellent) 

• 

B. 

(Normal) 

C. 

(Slightly 

subnormal) 

D. 

(Bad)  ' 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

2090 

163 

7.79 

1796 

85.93 

130 

6.22 

1 

.05 

TABLE  III. 

Group  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  unclear. liness). 

Total  Number  of  Defects  treated  or  under  treatment  during  the  year  under 

the  Authority’s  Scheme  :  13,887. 
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Group  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint. 

Under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including  squint)  .  635 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes  (excluding  those 

recorded  in  Group  I  ...  ...  .  — 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  635 

No.  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were  prescribed  : — 

(a)  Prescribed .  ...  ...  ’. .  535 

(b)  Obtained  ...  ...  ...  .  482 

Group  III. — Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 

Received  Operative  Treatment  .  227 

Received  other  forms  of  Treatment  .  81 

Total  number  ...  .  308 


TABLE  IV. — Dental  Inspection  and  Treatment. 

(1)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentist — 

(a)  Routine  age-groups  .  5972 

(b)  Specials  .  822 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials) .  6794 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  .  3116 

(3)  Number  actually  treated...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2330 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment...  .  2680 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to — Inspection  ...  70 

Treatment  ...  324  Total .  394 

(6)  Fillings — Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  1020 

Temporary  teeth  ...  ...  60  Total  ...  ...  1080 

(7)  Extractions — Permanent  teeth  ...  ...  325 

Temporary  teeth .  2585  Total .  2910 

(8)  Administrations  of  General  anaesthetics  for  extractions  .  3 

(9)  Other  operations  ...  Permanent  teeth  67 

Temporary  teeth  113  Total  ...  ...  180 
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TABLE  V. — Verminous  Conditions. 

(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the  year  by  the 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools  by  School 

Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29903 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  ...  ...  ...  2027 

(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  Sec.  87  (2)  and  (3)  of  the 

Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : — 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Under  the  School  Attendance  Byelaws  ...  ...  ...  8 

TABLE  VI. — Blind  and  Deaf  Children. 

No.  of  totally,  or  almost,  blind  and  deaf  children  who  are  not  at  the  present 
time  receiving  education  suitable  for  their  special  needs.  The  return  should 
relate  to  all  such  children  including  evacuees  resident  in  the  Authority’s  area. 


At  a  Public 

At  an  Institution 

At  no  School 
or  Institution 

Elementary 

School 

other  than  a 
Special  School 

Blind  Children... 

— 

— 

— 

Deaf  Children  ... 

— 

— 

— 

TABLE  VII. — School  Medical  and  Dental  Staff. 

Portion  of  time  served  to 
S.M.S.  Public  Health 


S.M.O. 

Dr.  J.  Innes ... 

one  sixth 

five  sixths 

A.S.M.O.s 

Dr.  Nora  Mills 

whole 

none 

Dr.  Helen  Smith 

4  mornings 

.  none 

Dr.  Gladys  Montgomery  ... 

one  tenth 

nine  tenths 

Dentists  Dr.  Auguste  Krause,  Temporary. 

Mr.  R.  J.  C.  Young. 

Mr.  Gledsdale,  serving  w  th  H.M.  Forces. 


School  Nursing  Service. 

Time  given  to  S.M.S.  Work 

School  Nurses  ...  ...  five  ...  ...  ...  all 

Dental  Attendants  ...  two  ...  ...  ...  ,, 
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